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Notes for MEDPAR 
 
The MEDPAR expense files were received from HCFA in 4 different formats.  
 

1991-1997 and 1998-2001 for 5% non-cancer records were shipped as a length 788 file. 
1998-2001 for cancer records were shipped as a length 838 file.  
2002-2003 were shipped as a length 1376 file. 
2004-2016 were shipped as a length 2452 file. 
 

If you have received MEDPAR files in previous data linkages note that starting in the 2008 data 
linkage these variables are no longer included in the MEDPAR data files: 
 
MEDPAR Beneficiary Sex Code (SEX) 
MEDPAR Beneficiary Race Code (RACE) 
MEDPAR Internal Use SSI Indicator Code (SSI_IND)  
MEDPAR Internal Use SSI Day Count (SSI_DAYS) 
MEDPAR Total PPS Capital Amount (CAPACC92) 
Cost Report Organ Acquisition Charges (CHR_CRO)  
Total Per Diem (TOTALPD) 
IME (IMECOST) 
Acquisition Charges  (AQUCHRGS)  
MEDPAR Private Room Day Count (PRIVDAYS)  
MEDPAR Semiprivate Room Day Count (SEMIDAYS)   
MEDPAR Ward Day Count (WARDDAYS)  
MEDPAR Private Room Charge Amount (PRIVCHRG)  
MEDPAR Semi-Private Room Charge Amount (SEMICHRG) 
MEDPAR Ward Charge Amount (WARDCHRG) 
MEDPAR Other Service Charge Amount (OTHRCHRG) 
MEDPAR Medical/Surgical Supply Charge Amount (MDSRCHRG) 
MEDPAR DME Charge Amount (DMECHRG)  
MEDPAR Used DME Charge Amount (UDMECHRG) 
HMO Number (HMONUMBR)  
HMO Option Code (HMOOPCDE)  
Unibill Indicator (UNIBILL)  
Query Code (QUERYCD)  
Year Bill Approved (YRAPPRVD)  
MEDPAR Internal Use (By IPSB) Code (IMCABIN) 
MEDPAR Internal Use File Date Code (DATADATE)  
MEDPAR Internal Use Sample Size Code (SAMPSIZE) 
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**** Medicare Provider 
Analysis and Review 
(MEDPAR) 
Expanded Modified 
Record

REC  1032 The representation of a beneficiary stay in an 
Inpatient hospital or in a skilled nursing facility (SNF) 
which may include one or more final action claims. 
 
The representation of a beneficiary stay in an 
Inpatient hospital or in a skilled nursing facility (SNF) 
which may include one or more final action claims. 
The 1995 Medicare provider analysis and review 
(MEDPAR) file contains data from claims for 
services provided to Medicare beneficiaries admitted 
to Medicare-certified hospitals and skilled nursing 
facilities (SNF).  The file is created quarterly in 
March, June, September, and December, and is 
generally available two weeks after the end of the 
quarter. Each MEDPAR record represents a 
beneficiary stay in an Inpatient hospital (where 
discharged) or in a SNF (may be ‘still a patient'; 
complete discharge data not always received), and 
may include one claim or multiple claims.  
(Approximately 95% of Inpatient MEDPAR records 
and 50% of SNF MEDPAR records involve a single 
claim.) 
 
Beginning in June 1995, the Inpatient and SNF 
claims from the national claims history (NCH) 100% 
nearline file became the source of MEDPAR.  Also 
effective June, 1995, a MEDPAR record represents 
final action claims data in which all adjustments have 
been resolved (thereby eliminating credit-only 
situations). 
 
(Prior to June 1995, MEDPAR was created from 
claims from the Medicare quality assurance (MQA) 
system; a MEDPAR record represented an 
accumulation of adjustment claims, sometimes 
including credit-only stays.) 
 
Effective with the 9/96 update the 1995 MEDPAR 
was created as follows: 
 

1.  Each month Inpatient and SNF claims are 
accumulated from the NCH nearline 
repository. 

2.  At the end of each quarter, the monthly files 
are merged into a database containing all 
claims for the current year and prior two 
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years.  The database is processed through the 
final action algorithms. 

3.  The final-actioned database is split into two 
segments for each year.  Inpatient claims with 
discharge dates and SNF claims with 
admission dates in January through 
September are in the first segment; claims 
with dates in October through December are 
in the second segment.  This allows for the 
creation of fiscal year or calendar year files as 
needed. 

4.  The claims remaining from the final action 
processing are collapsed by claim number, 
admission date, and provider number (all in 
ascending order) to create a stay record. The 
records are further sorted by claim from date, 
claim thru date, (both in ascending order), 
HCFA process date (descending), and query 
code (descending); and the results are used to 
create MEDPAR. 

 
For the 6/95 through the 6/96 updates the 1995 
MEDPAR was created as follows: 
 
• Each month Inpatient and SNF claims are 

accumulated from the NCH nearline repository. 
• At the end of each quarter, the monthly files are 

merged into a database containing all claims for 
the current year and prior two years.  The 
database is split into two segments for each year.  
Inpatient claims with discharge dates and SNF 
claims with admission dates in January through 
September are in the first segment; claims with 
dates in October through December are in the 
second segment.  This allows for the creation of 
fiscal year or calendar year files as needed. 

• The segments are processed through the final 
action algorithms.  The claims remaining from the 
final action processing are collapsed by claim 
number, admission date, and provider number (all 
in ascending order) to create a stay record.  The 
records are further sorted by claim from date, 
claim thru date, (both in ascending order), HCFA 
process process date (descending), and query 
code (descending); and the results are used to 
create MEDPAR.
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

1 Patient ID 
(patient_id) 

11 Use First 10 Characters only for SEER cases. 

 SEER Cases (Patient ID)   

1 SEER Registry  2  02 = Connecticut 
20 = Detroit 
21 = Hawaii 
22 = Iowa 
23 = New Mexico 
25 = Seattle 
26 = Utah 
42 = Kentucky 
43 = Louisiana 
44 = New Jersey 
87 = Georgia 
88 = California 

3 Case Number 8 Encrypted SEER Case Number 

11 Filler 1 Blank Space 

 Non Cancer Patients – 
Patient ID 

  

1 HIC ID (hicbic) 11 Encrypted ID for Non Cancer Patients 

12 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY AGE 
(age_cnt) 

3 The beneficiary’s age as of date of admission.  

15 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
MEDICARE STATUS CODE 
(mdcrstat) 

2 The CWF-derived reason for a beneficiary’s 
entitlement to Medicare benefits, as of the 
reference date (CLM_THRU_DT). 
 
CODES: 
10 = Aged without ESRD 
11 = Aged with ESRD 
20 = Disabled without ESRD 
21 = Disabled with ESRD 
31 = ESRD only 

17 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
RESIDENCE SSA 
STANDARD STATE CODE 
(state_cd) 

2 State of Beneficiary’s residence, SSA Standard 
Code. (Refer to Appendix table STATE_CD) 

19 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
RESIDENCE SSA 
STANDARD COUNTY CODE 
(cnty_cd) 

3 County of Beneficiary’s residence, SSA 
Standard Code. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

22 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
MAILING CONTACT ZIP 
CODE (bene_zip) 

5 Beneficiary’s mailing address zip code. 
*Encrypted Data. Special Permission 
required to receive unencrypted data. 

27 MEDPAR ADMISSION DAY 
CODE (admsnday) 

1 The code indicating the day of the week on 
which the beneficiary was admitted to a facility. 
CODES: 
1 = Sunday  
2 = Monday  
3 = Tuesday  
4 = Wednesday  
5 = Thursday 
6 = Friday  
7 = Saturday 

28 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
DISCHARGE STATUS CODE 
(dschrgcd) 

1 The code used to identify the status of the 
patient as of the CLM_THRU_DT. 
CODES: 
A =  Discharged alive (claim status code other 

than 20 or 30) 
B = Discharged dead (claim status code = 20) 
C = still a patient (claim status code = 30) 

29 MEDPAR GHO PAID CODE 
(ghopdcd) 

1 The code indicating whether or not a GHO has 
paid the provider for the claim(s). 
 
CODES : 
1 = GHO has paid the provider 
Blank Or 0 = GHO has not paid the provider 

30 MEDPAR PPS INDICATOR 
CODE (pps_ind) 

1 The code indicating whether or not the facility is 
being paid under the prospective payment 
system (PPS). 
 
CODES: 
0 = Non PPS 
2 = PPS 

31 NPI PROVIDER NUMBER 
(npi_num) 

10 The NPI assigned to the institutional provider.  
The NPI may not be available prior to 7/1/2007.  
Encrypted Data. * Special permission 
required to receive unencrypted data. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

41 MEDPAR PROVIDER 
NUMBER (prvdrnum) 

6 The provider number is encrypted.  
* Special Permission is required to receive 
unencrypted data. 
 
The first two positions of the provider number 
identify the state of the institutional provider. 
The third to 6th positions of the provider 
number have been replaced with a randomly 
generated number to prevent the identification 
of the hospital. For more information: 
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-
Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Download
s/R82SOMA.pdf 

47 MEDPAR PROVIDER 
NUMBER SPECIAL UNIT 
CODE (spclunit) 

1 The code identifying the special numbering 
system for units of hospitals that are excluded 
from PPS or hospitals with SNF swing-bed 
designation. 
CODES: 
S = PPS-exempt psychiatric unit 
T = PPS-exempt rehabilitation unit 
U =  Swing-bed short-term/acute care hospital 
W =  Swing-bed long-term hospital 
Y =  Swing-bed rehabilitation hospital 
Z =  Swing-bed rural primary care hospital: eff. 

10/97 changed to critical access hospitals 
Blanks = Not PPS-exempt or swing-bed 

designation 

48 MEDPAR SHORT/LONG 
STAY/SNF INDICATOR 
CODE (sslssnf) 

1 The code indicating whether the stay is a short 
stay, long stay or SNF. 
CODES: 
N = SNF Stay (Prvdr3 = 5, 6, U, W, Y, or Z) 
S = Short-Stay (Prvdr3 = O, S, T) 
L = Long-Stay (All Others) 

49 MEDPAR STAY FINAL 
ACTION CLAIMS COUNT 
(faclmcnt) 

4 The count of the number of claim records (final 
action) included in the stay. 

53 MEDPAR LATEST CLAIM 
ACCRETION DATE 
(acrtndtm, acrtndtd, 
acrtndty) 

8 The date the latest claim record included in the 
stay was accreted (posted/processed) to the 
beneficiary master record at the CWF host).  
MMDDYYYY 

https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R82SOMA.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R82SOMA.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/Regulations-and-Guidance/Guidance/Transmittals/Downloads/R82SOMA.pdf
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

61 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
MEDICARE BENEFIT 
EXHAUSTED DATE 
(exhst_dtm, exhst_dtd, 
exhst_dty) 

8 The last date for which the beneficiary had 
Medicare coverage. This field is completed only 
where benefits were exhausted before the 
discharge date and during the period covered 
by stay.  MMDDYYYY 

69 MEDPAR SNF 
QUALIFICATION FROM 
DATE (qlfyfromm, qlfyfromd, 
qlfyfromy) 

8 The beginning date of the beneficiary’s 
qualifying stay.  For Inpatient claims, the date 
relates to the PPS portion of the inlier for which 
there is no utilization to benefits.  For SNF 
claims, the date relates to the qualifying stay 
from a hospital that is at least two days in a row 
if the source of admission is an ‘a’, or at least 
three days in a row if the source of admission is 
other than an ‘a’.  MMDDYYYY 

77 MEDPAR SNF 
QUALIFICATION THROUGH 
DATE (qlfythrum, qlfythrud, 
qlfythruy) 

8 The ending date of the beneficiary’s qualifying 
stay. For Inpatient claims, the date relates to 
the PPS portion of the inlier for which there is 
no utilization to benefits.  For SNF claims, the 
date relates to the qualifying stay from a 
hospital that is at least two days in a row if the 
source of admission is an ‘A’, or at least three 
days in a row if the source of admission is other 
than an ‘A’.  MMDDYYYY 

85 MEDPAR ADMISSION DATE 
(admsndtm, admsndtd, 
admsndty) 

8 The date the beneficiary was admitted for 
Inpatient care or the date that care started.  
MMDDYYYY 

93 MEDPAR DISCHARGE DATE 
(dschrgdtm, dschrgdtd, 
dschrgdty) 

8 The date on which the beneficiary was 
discharged or died.  MMDDYYYY 
   
NOTE:  This field comes from the highest claim 
thru date that is present on the claim records 
included in the stay, where the claim status is 
other than ‘30’ (still patient) on the last claim 
record included in the stay.  Inpatient claims will 
always have a discharge date:  SNF claims 
could have a zero date.  

101 MEDPAR COVERED LEVEL 
CARE THRU DATE 
(cvrlvldtm, cvrlvldtd, 
cvrlvldty) 

8 The date on which a covered level of care 
ended in a SNF.  MMDDYYYY 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

109 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
DEATH DATE (deathdtm, 
deathdtd, deathdty)  

8 The date the beneficiary died.  MMDDYYYY 

117 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
DEATH DATE VERIFIED 
CODE (deathcd) 

1 The code indicating whether the beneficiary’s 
date of death has been verified or originated 
from a claim record. 
 
CODES: 
V = Date of death verified (EDB received DOD 

from SSA’s MBR) 
B = Date of death taken from claim (EDB 

received DOD from claim) 
N = Date of death not verified (neither V or B 

applicable, but claim status code indicated 
death) 

Space = No date of death indicated 

118 MEDPAR LENGTH OF STAY 
DAY COUNT (loscnt) 

6 The count in days of the total length of a 
beneficiary’s stay in a hospital or SNF. 

124 MEDPAR OUTLIER DAY 
COUNT (outlrday) 

4 The count of the number of days paid as 
outliers (either a day or cost outlier) under PPS 
beyond the DRG threshold. 

128 MEDPAR UTILIZATION DAY 
COUNT (util_day) 

6 The count of the number of covered days of 
care that is chargeable to Medicare utilization 
for the stay. 

134 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
TOTAL COINSURANCE DAY 
COUNT (coin_day) 

4 The count of the total number of coinsurance 
days involved with the beneficiary’s stay in a 
facility.  For Inpatient services, the beneficiary 
is liable for a daily coinsurance amount after the 
60th day and before the 91st day in a single spell 
of illness; for SNF services, the beneficiary is 
liable for a daily coinsurance amount after the 
20th day and before the 101st day in a single 
spell of illness. 

138 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY LRD 
USED COUNT (lrd_use) 

4 The count of the number of lifetime reserve day 
(LRD) used by the beneficiary for this stay. 

142 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
PART A COINSURANCE 
LIABILITY AMOUNT 
(coint_amt) 

10 The amount of money (rounded to whole 
dollars) identified as the beneficiary’s liability for 
part A coinsurance for the stay. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

152 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
INPATIENT DEDUCTIBLE 
LIABILITY AMOUNT 
(ded_amt) 

10 The amount of money (rounded to whole 
dollars) identified as the beneficiary’s liability for 
Inpatient deductible for the stay. 

162 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
BLOOD DEDUCTIBLE 
LIABILITY AMOUNT 
(blddedam) 

10 The amount of money (rounded to whole 
dollars) identified as the beneficiary’s liability for 
the blood deductible for the stay. 

172 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
PRIMARY PAYER AMOUNT 
(prpayamt) 

10 The amount of payment (rounded to whole 
dollars) made on behalf of the beneficiary by a 
primary payer other than Medicare, which has 
been applied to the covered Medicare charges 
for the stay. 

182 MEDPAR DRG OUTLIER 
APPROVED PAYMENT 
AMOUNT (outlramt) 

10 The amount of additional payment (rounded to 
the whole dollars) approved due to an outlier 
situation over the DRG allowance for the stay. 

192 MEDPAR INPATIENT 
DISPROPORTIONATE 
SHARE AMOUNT (disp_shr) 

10 The amount paid over the DRG amount 
(rounded to whole dollars for the 
disproportionate share hospital for the stay. 

202 MEDPAR INDIRECT 
MEDICAL EDUCATION (IME) 
AMOUNT (ime_amt) 

10 The amount of additional payment (rounded to 
whole dollars) made to teaching hospitals for 
IME for the stay. 

212 MEDPAR DRG PRICE 
AMOUNT (drgprice) 

10 The amount (called the ‘DRG price’ for 
purposes of MEDPAR analysis) that would 
have been paid if no deductibles, coinsurance, 
primary payers, or outliers were involved 
(rounded to whole dollars). 

222 MEDPAR TOTAL PASS 
THROUGH AMOUNT 
(passthru) 

10 The total of all claim pass through amounts 
(rounded to whole dollars) for the stay. 

232 MEDPAR INPATIENT LOW 
VOLUME PAYMENT 
AMOUNT 
(ip_low_vol_pymt_amt) 

10.2 MEDPAR IP low volume payment amount 

242 MEDPAR TOTAL CHARGE 
AMOUNT (totchrg) 

10 The total amount (rounded to whole dollars) of 
all charges (covered and noncovered) for all 
services provided to the beneficiary for the stay. 

252 MEDPAR TOTAL COVERED 
CHARGE AMOUNT (cvrchrg) 

10 The portion of the total charges amount 
(rounded to whole dollars) that is covered by 
Medicare for the stay. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

262 MEDPAR MEDICARE 
PAYMENT AMOUNT 
(pmt_amt) 

10 Amount of payment made from the Medicare 
trust fund for the services covered by the claim 
record.  Generally, the amount is calculated by 
the fi; and represents what was paid to the 
institutional provider, with the exceptions noted 
below. 
**NOTE: in some situations, a negative claim 
payment amount may be present; e.g., (1) 
when a beneficiary is charged the full 
deductible during a short stay and the 
deductible exceeded the amount Medicare 
pays; or (2) when a beneficiary is charged a 
coinsurance amount during a long stay and the 
coinsurance amount exceeds the amount 
Medicare pays (most prevalent situation 
involves psych hospitals who are paid a daily 
per diem rate no matter what the charges are.) 
 
Under IP PPS, Inpatient hospital services are 
paid based on a predetermined rate per 
discharge, using the DRG patient classification 
system and the pricer program.  On the IP PPS 
claim, the payment amount includes the DRG 
outlier approved, payment amount, 
disproportionate share (since 5/1/86), in-direct 
medical education (since 10/1/88), total PPS 
capital (since 10/1/91).  It does not include the 
pass thru amounts (i.e., capital-related costs, 
direct medical education costs, kidney 
acquisition costs, bad debts); or any 
beneficiary-paid amounts (i.e., deductibles and 
coinsurance); or any other payer 
reimbursement. 
 
Under SNF PPS, SNFs will classify 
beneficiaries using the patient classification 
system known as rugs III.  For the SNF PPS 
claim, the SNF pricer will calculate/return the 
rate for each revenue center line item with 
revenue center code = ‘0022’; multiply the rate 
times the units count; and then sum the amount 
payable for all lines with revenue center code 
‘0022’ to determine the total claim payment 
amount. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

 MEDPAR MEDICARE 
PAYMENT AMOUNT 
(pmt_amt) (continued) 

 Exceptions:  For claims involving demos and 
BBA encounter data, the amount reported in 
this field May not just represent the actual 
provider payment. 
 
For demo ids ‘01’, ‘02’, ‘03’, ‘04’ – claims 
contain amount paid to the provider, except that 
special ‘differentials’ paid outside the normal 
payment system are not included. 
 
For demo ids ‘05’, ‘15’ – encounter data ‘claims’ 
contain amount Medicare would have paid 
under FFS, instead of the actual payment to the 
MCO. 
 
For demo ids ‘06’, ‘07’, ‘08’ – claims contain 
actual provider payment but represent a special 
negotiated bundled payment for both part a and 
part b services.  To identify what the 
conventional provider part a payment would 
have been, check value code = ‘y4’. 
 
For BBA encounter data (non-demo) – ‘claims’ 
contain amount Medicare would have paid 
under FFS, instead of the actual payment to the 
BBA plan. 

272 MEDPAR ALL 
ACCOMMODATIONS TOTAL 
CHARGE AMOUNT 
(acmdtns) 

10 The total charge amount (rounded to whole 
dollars) for all accommodations (routine 
hospital room and board charges for general 
care, coronary care and /or intensive care units) 
related to a beneficiary’s stay. 

282 MEDPAR DEPARTMENT 
TOTAL CHARGE AMOUNT 
(dprtmntl) 

10 The total charge amount (rounded to whole 
dollars) for all ancillary departments (other than 
routine room and board, CCU, and ICU) related 
to a beneficiary’s stay. 

292 MEDPAR INTENSIVE CARE 
DAY COUNT (icarecnt) 

4 The count of the number of intensive care days 
used by the beneficiary for the stay. 

296 MEDPAR CORONARY CARE 
DAY COUNT (crnryday) 

4 The count of the number of coronary care days 
used by the beneficiary for the stay. 

300 MEDPAR INTENSIVE CARE 
CHARGE AMOUNT 
(icareamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for intensive care accommodations related to a 
beneficiary’s stay. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

310 MEDPAR CORONARY CARE 
CHARGE AMOUNT 
(crnryamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for coronary care accommodations related to a 
beneficiary’s stay. 

320 MEDPAR PHARMACY 
CHARGE AMOUNT 
(phrmcamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for pharmaceutical costs related to the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

330 MEDPAR PHYSICAL 
THERAPY CHARGE 
AMOUNT (phythamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for physical therapy services provided during 
the beneficiary’s stay. 

340 MEDPAR OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY CHARGE 
AMOUNT (ocptlamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for 
occupational therapy services provided during  
the beneficiary’s stay. 

350 MEDPAR SPEECH 
PATHOLOGY CHARGE 
AMOUNT (spch_amt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for speech pathology services (speech, 
language, audiology) provided during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

360 MEDPAR INHALATION 
THERAPY CHARGE 
AMOUNT (inhltamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for inhalation therapy services (respiratory and 
pulmonary function) provided during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

370 MEDPAR BLOOD CHARGE 
AMOUNT (bloodamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for blood provided during the beneficiary’s stay. 

380 MEDPAR BLOOD 
ADMINISTRATION CHARGE 
AMOUNT (bldadmin) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for blood storage and processing related to the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

390 MEDPAR OPERATING 
ROOM CHARGE AMOUNT 
(oroomamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for the operating room, recovery room, and 
labor room delivery used by the beneficiary 
during the stay. 

400 MEDPAR LITHOTRIPSY 
CHARGE AMOUNT (lthtrpsy) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for lithotripsy services provided during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

410 MEDPAR CARDIOLOGY 
CHARGE AMOUNT (crdlgy) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for cardiology services and 
electrocardiogram(s) provided during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

420 MEDPAR ANESTHESIA 
CHARGE AMOUNT (ansthsa) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for anesthesia services provided during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

430 MEDPAR LABORATORY 
CHARGE AMOUNT (lab_amt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for laboratory costs related to the beneficiary’s 
stay. 

440 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY 
CHARGE AMOUNT 
(rdlgyamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for radiology costs (including oncology, 
excluding MRI) related to the beneficiary’s stay. 

450 MEDPAR MRI CHARGE 
AMOUNT (mri_amt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for MRI services provided during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

460 MEDPAR OUTPATIENT 
SERVICE CHARGE AMOUNT 
(opsrvc) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for outpatient services provided during the 
beneficiary's stay. 

470 MEDPAR EMERGENCY 
ROOM CHARGE AMOUNT 
(er_amt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for emergency room services provided during 
the beneficiary’s stay. 

480 MEDPAR AMBULANCE 
CHARGE AMOUNT (amblnc) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for ambulance services related to a 
beneficiary’s stay. 

490 MEDPAR PROFESSIONAL 
FEES CHARGE AMOUNT 
(proffees) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for professional fees related to a beneficiary's 
stay. 

500 MEDPAR ORGAN 
ACQUISITION CHARGE 
AMOUNT (orgnamt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for organ acquisition or other donor bank 
services related to a beneficiary's stay. 

510 MEDPAR ESRD REVENUE 
SETTING CHARGE AMOUNT 
(esrdsetg) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for ESRD services (other than organ acquisition 
and other donor bank) related to the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

520 MEDPAR CLINIC VISIT 
CHARGE AMOUNT 
(clnc_amt) 

10 The charge amount (rounded to whole dollars) 
for clinic visits (e.g., visits to chronic pain or 
dental centers or to clinics providing psychiatric, 
ob-gyn, pediatric services) related to the 
beneficiary's stay. 
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COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

530 MEDPAR INTENSIVE CARE 
UNIT (ICU) INDICATOR 
CODE (icuindcd) 

1 The code indicating that the beneficiary has 
spent time under intensive care during the stay.  
It also specifies the type of ICU. 
CODES:  
0 = General (revenue center 0200)  
1 = Surgical (revenue center 0201)  
2 = Medical (revenue center 0202) 
3 = Pediatric (revenue center 0203)   
4 = Psychiatric (revenue center 0204) 
6 = Intermediate ICU (revenue center 0206) 

prior to 12/96 update was 'post ICU' 
7 = Burn care (revenue center 0207) 
8 = Trauma (revenue center 0208) 
9 = Other intensive care (revenue code 0209) 
BLANK = No intensive care indication 

531 MEDPAR CORONARY CARE 
INDICATOR CODE 
(crnry_cd) 

1 The code indicating that the beneficiary has 
spent time under coronary care during the stay.  
It also specifies the type of coronary care unit. 
CODES: 
BLANK = No coronary care indication 
0 = General (revenue code 0210) 
1 = Myocardial (revenue code 0211) 
2 = Pulmonary care (revenue code 0212) 
3 = Heart transplant (revenue code 0213) 
4 = Intermediate CCU (revenue code 0214)    

prior to 12/96 update was ‘post ccu’ 
9 = Other coronary care (revenue code 0219) 

532 MEDPAR PHARMACY 
INDICATOR CODE 
(phrmcycd) 

1 The code indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received drugs during the stay.  It 
also specifies the type of drugs. 
CODES:   
0 = No drugs (revenue code other than those 

listed below) 
1 = General drugs and/pr IV therapy (revenue 

code 025x, 026x) 
2 = Erythropoietin (epoetin:  revenue code 

0630,  
0635, 0637, 0639) 
3 = Blood clotting drugs (revenue code 0636)  
4 = General drugs and/or IV therapy; and 

epoetin (combination of values 1 and 2  
5 = General drugs and/or IV therapy; and blood 

clotting drugs (combination of values 1 and 
3) 
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533 MEDPAR TRANSPLANT 
INDICATOR CODE (trnsplnt) 

1 The code indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received an organ transplant during 
the stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No organ or kidney transplant (revenue 

code not 0362 or 0367)  
2 = Organ transplant other than kidney 

(revenue code 0362)  
7 = Kidney transplant (revenue code 0367) 

534 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY 
ONCOLOGY INDICATOR 
CODE (onclgysw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received radiology oncology 
services during the stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No radiology-oncology (revenue code not 

028x) 
1 = Yes radiology-oncology (revenue code 

028x) 

535 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY 
DIAGNOSTIC INDICATOR 
SWITCH (dgnstcsw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received radiology diagnostic 
services during the stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No radiology-diagnostic (revenue code 

not032x) 
1 = Yes radiology-diagnostic (revenue code 

032x) 

536 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY 
THERAPEUTIC INDICATOR 
SWITCH (thrptcsw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received radiology therapeutic 
services during the stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No radiology-therapeutic (revenue code not 

033x) 
1 = Yes radiology-therapeutic (revenue code 

033x) 

537 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY 
NUCLEAR MEDICINE 
INDICATOR SWITCH 
(nuclr_sw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received radiology nuclear medicine 
services during the stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No nuclear medicine (revenue code not 
034x) 
1 = Yes nuclear medicine (revenue code 034x) 
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538 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY CT 
SCAN INDICATOR SWITCH 
(ctscansw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received radiology computed 
tomographic (CT) scan services during the 
stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No radiology CT scan (revenue code not 

035x) 
1 = Yes radiology CT scan (revenue code 035x) 

539 MEDPAR RADIOLOGY 
OTHER IMAGING 
INDICATOR SWITCH 
(imgng_sw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not the 
beneficiary received radiology other imaging 
services during the stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No other imaging services (revenue code 

not 040x) 
1 = Yes other imaging services (revenue code 

040x) 

540 MEDPAR OUTPATIENT 
SERVICES INDICATOR 
CODE (opsrvccd) 

1 0 = No outpatient services/ambulatory surgical 
care 
1 = Outpatient services 
2 = Ambulatory surgical care 
3 = Outpatient services and ambulatory surgical 
care 
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541 MEDPAR ORGAN 
ACQUISITION INDICATOR 
CODE (orgncd) 

2 The code indicating the type of organ 
acquisition received by the beneficiary during 
the stay.  
 
CODES:  
K1 = General classification (revenue code 

0810) 
K2 = Living donor kidney (revenue code 0811) 
K3 = Cadaver donor kidney (revenue code 

0812) 
K4 = Unknown donor kidney (revenue code 081 
K5 = Other kidney acquisition (revenue code 

0814)  
H1 = Cadaver donor heart (revenue code 0815) 
H2 = Other heart acquisition (revenue code 

0816) 
L1 = Donor liver (revenue code 0817) 
01 = Other organ acquisition (revenue code 

0819) 
02 = General acquisition (revenue code 0890) 
B1 = Bone donor bank (revenue code 0891) 
03 = Organ donor bank other than kidney 

(revenue code 0892) 
S1 = Skin donor bank (revenue code 0893) 
04 = Other donor bank (revenue code 0899) 
BLANK = No organ acquisition indication 
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543 MEDPAR ESRD SETTING 
INDICATOR CODE 
(esrdstg1-esrdstg2) 

2*2 The code indicating the type of dialysis 
received by the beneficiary during the stay. Up 
to 5 2-position codes may be present.  This 
MEDPAR file only retains the first two. 
CODES: 
00 = Ip renal dialysis-general (revenue code  
0800) 
01 = Ip renal dialysis-hemodialysis (revenue  
code 0801) 02 = Ip renal dialysis-peritoneal 

(non-capd: revenue code 0802) 
03 = Ip renal dialysis-capd (revenue code 0803) 

04 = Ip renal dialysis-ccpd (revenue code 
0804) 09 = Ip renal dialysis-other (revenue 
code 0809) 20 = Hemodialysis-op-general 
(revenue code 0820)  

21 = Hemodialysis-op-hemodialysis/composite 
(revenue code 0821) 

22 = Hemodialysis-op-home supplies (revenue 
code 0822) 

23 = Hemodialysis-op-home equipment 
(revenue code 0823)  

24 = Hemodialysis-op-maintenance/100% 
(revenue code 0824  

25 = Hemodialysis-op-support services 
(revenue code 0825) 

29 = Hemodialysis-op-other (revenue code 
0829)  

30 = Peritoneal-op/home-general (revenue 
code 0830) 

31 = Peritoneal-op/home-peritoneal/composite 
(revenue code 0831)  

32 = Peritoneal-op/home-home supplies 
(revenue code 0832)  

33 = Peritoneal-op/home-home equipment 
(revenue code 0833)  

34 = Peritoneal-op/home-maintenance/100% 
(revenue code 0834)  

35 = Peritoneal-op/home-support services 
(revenue code 0835)  

39 = Peritoneal-op/home-other (revenue code 
0839)  

40 = Capd-op-capd/general (revenue code 
0840) 

41 = Capd-op-capd/composite  
42 = Capd-op-home supplies (revenue code 

0842) 
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547 MEDPAR CLAIM PRESENT 
ON ADMISSION DIAGNOSIS 
CODE COUNT 
(poa_dgns_cd_cnt) 

2 Claim Present on Admission Indicator Code 
Count 

549 MEDPAR DIAGNOSIS 
PRESENT ON ADMISSION 
INDICATOR CODE 
(poa_dgns_ind_cd1-
poa_dgns_ind_cd25) 

25*1 Claim Diagnosis E Code Diagnosis Present on 
Admission Indicator Code. (Refer to appendix 
table POA_DGNS_IND_CD) 

574 MEDPAR DIAGNOSIS CODE 
COUNT (dgnscnt) 

2 The count of the number of diagnosis codes 
included in the stay. 

576 MEDPAR DIAGNOSIS 
VERSION CODE 
(dgns_vrsn_cd1- 
dgns_vrsn_cd25) 

25*1 ICD diagnosis version code: 
9 = ICD-9 
0 = ICD-10 

601 MEDPAR DIAGNOSIS CODE 
(dgnscd1-dgnscd25) 

25*7 The ICD-CM code identifying the primary 
condition or other coexisting conditions shown 
in the medical records as affecting the services 
provided during the beneficiary’s stay.  This 
element is part of the MEDPAR diagnosis 
group which may occur up to 25 times. 

776 MEDPAR SURGICAL 
PROCEDURE INDICATOR 
SWITCH (prcdrsw) 

1 The switch indicating whether or not there were 
any surgical procedures performed during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 
CODES: 
0 = No surgery indicated 
1 = Yes surgery indicated 

777 MEDPAR SURGICAL 
PROCEDURE CODE COUNT 
(prcdrcnt) 

2 The count of the number of surgical procedure 
codes included in the stay. 

779 MEDPAR SURGICAL 
PROCEDURE PERFORMED 
DATE COUNT (prcdtcnt) 

2 The count of the number of dates associated 
with the surgical procedures included in the 
stay. 

781 MEDPAR SURGICAL 
PROCEDURE VERSION 
CODE 
(srgcl_prcdr_vrsn_cd1- 
srgcl_prcdr_vrsn_cd25) 

25*1 ICD procedure version code: 
9 = ICD-9 
0 = ICD-10 
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806 MEDPAR SURGICAL 
PROCEDURE CODE 
(prcdrcd1-prcdrcd25) 

25*7 The ICD-CM code identifying the principal or 
other surgical procedure performed during the 
beneficiary’s stay. 

981 MEDPAR SURGICAL 
PROCEDURE PERFORMED 
DATE (prcdrdtm1-25, 
prcdrdtd1-25, prcdrdty1-25) 

25*8 The date on which the ICD-CM surgical 
procedure was performed during the 
beneficiary’s stay.  MMDDYYYY 

1181 MEDPAR BLOOD PINTS 
FURNISHED QUANTITY 
(bldfrnsh) 

4 The quantity of blood (number of whole pints) 
furnished to the beneficiary during the stay.  
Note: this includes blood pints replaced as well 
as not replaced. 

1185 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
IDENTIFICATION CODE (bic) 

2 The BIC reported on the first claim record 
included in the stay, representing the values 
existing on the CWF beneficiary master record 
on the date the CWF host site processed the 
claim. 
CODES: (Refer to appendix table BIC) 

1187 MEDPAR DRG CODE 
(drg_cd) 

3 The code indicating the DRG to which the 
claims that comprise the stay belong for 
payment purposes. 

1190 MEDPAR DISCHARGE 
DESTINATION CODE 
(dstntncd) 

2 The code primarily indicating the destination of 
the beneficiary upon discharge from a facility; 
also denotes death or SNF/still patient 
situations. 
CODES: (Refer to appendix table STUS_CD) 

1192 MEDPAR DRG/OUTLIER 
STAY CODE (outlr_cd) 

1 The code identifying (1) for PPS providers if the 
stay has an unusually long length (day outlier) 
or high cost (cost outlier); or (2) for non-PPS 
providers the source for developing the DRG. 
Applicable to PPS providers: 
0 = No Outlier 
1 = Day Outlier (condition code 60) 
2 = Cost Outlier (condition code 61) 
 
Applicable to Non-PPS Providers 
6 = Valid DRG Received From Intermediary 
7 = CMS developed DRG 
8 = CMS developed DRG Using Patient Status 
      Code 
9 = Not groupable 
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1193 MEDPAR BENEFICIARY 
PRIMARY PAYER CODE 
(prpay_cd) 

1 The code indicating the type of payer who has 
primary responsibility for the payment of the 
Medicare beneficiary’s claims related to the 
stay. 
 
CODES:  
A = Working aged bene/spouse with eghp  
B = ESRD bene in 18-month coordination 

period with eghp   
C = Conditional Medicare payment; future 

reimbursement expected  
D = Auto no-fault or any liability insurance  
E = Worker's compensation 
F = Phs or other federal agency (other than 

dept of veterans affairs)  
G = Working disabled 
H = Black lung   
I  = Dept of veterans affairs 
J = Any liability insurance 
Z/BLANK = Medicare is primary payer 

1194 MEDPAR ESRD CONDITION 
CODE (esrd_cd)  

2 The code indicating if the beneficiary had an 
ESRD condition reported during the stay. 
CODES:  
00 = No ESRD Condition Codes   
70 = Self-Administered Epo    
71 = Full Care In Unit  
72 = Self-Care In Unit  
73 = Self-Care Training  
74 = Home Dialysis  
75 = Home Dialysis/100% Reimbursement  
76 = Backup-In-Facility Dialysis 

1196 MEDPAR SOURCE 
INPATIENT ADMISSION 
CODE (src_adms) 

1 The code indicating the source of the 
beneficiary’s admission to an Inpatient facility 
or, for newborn admission, the type of delivery. 
CODES: 
(Refer to Appendix table SRC_ADMS) 

1197 MEDPAR INPATIENT 
ADMISSION TYPE CODE 
(type_adm) 

1 The code indicating the type and priority of the 
beneficiary’s admission to a facility for the 
Inpatient hospital stay. 
CODES: (Refer to Appendix table TYPE_ADM) 
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1198 MEDPAR FISCAL 
INTERMEDIARY/CARRIER 
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER 
(ficarr) 

5 The identification of the intermediary 
processing the beneficiary’s claims related to 
the stay. 
NOTE:  This field comes from the intermediary 
number that is present on the first claim record 
included in the stay. 

1203 MEDPAR ADMITTING 
DIAGNOSIS VERSION CODE 
(admtg_dgns_vrsn_cd) 

1 ICD diagnosis version code: 
9 = ICD-9 
0 = ICD-10 

1204 MEDPAR ADMITTING 
DIAGNOSIS CODE 
(ad_dgns) 

7 The ICD-CM code indicating the beneficiary’s 
initial diagnosis at the time of admission. 
NOTE: This field comes from the admitting 
diagnosis code that is present on the last claim 
record included in the stay. 

1211 MEDPAR ADMISSION 
DEATH DAY COUNT 
(deathday) 

6 The count of the number of days from the date 
the beneficiary was admitted to a facility to the 
beneficiary’s date of death (DOD). 

1217 MEDPAR WARNING 
INDICATORS CODE 
(wrngcd1-wrngcd10) 

10*1 The codes (commonly called warning 
indicators) specifying detailed billing information 
obtained from the claims analyzed for the stay 
process.  The purpose of these codes is to 
provide additional information for the MEDPAR 
user; i.e., let the user know whether or not the 
stay included adjustments, a single claim or 
multiple claims, any error conditions, etc. 
CODES: 
Warning indicator 1 ('adjustment indicator'  
Derived from the presence of query code 
values noted below on any of the claim records 
included in the analysis): 
0 = No adjustment (no query code = 0 or 5               
1 = Credit adjustment (query code = 0)  
2 = Debit adjustment (query code = 5)    
3 = Credit and debit adjustment (both query 

code = 0 and 5) 
 
Warning indicator 2 ('error condition' derived 
from checking the edit code trailer on the final 
action claims(s) that comprise the stay): 
0 = No error  
1 = Error condition 
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 MEDPAR WARNING 
INDICATORS CODE 
(wrngcd1-wrngcd10) 
(continued) 

 Warning indicator 3 ('reimbursement/total 
charge indicator' derived after summing up 
fields on The final action claim(s) that comprise 
the stay; checks resulting Medicare payment 
amount (commonly called reimbursement), total 
charge amount, as well as beneficiary primary 
payer amount and utilization day count): 
0 = Medicare payment amount and total charge 

amount > zeroes    
1 = Medicare payment amount and total charge 

amount < zeroes 
2 = Medicare payment amount is a credit  
3 = Total charge amount is a credit4 = 

Medicare payment amount, total charge 
amount, beneficiary primary payer claim 
payment amount, and utilization day count 
= zeroes 

 
Warning indicator 4 ('utilization day/los day 
indicator' derived after summing up fields on the 
final action claim(s) that comprise the stay; 
compares resulting utilization day count and 
length-of-stay count):   
0 = Utilization day count = los day count   
1 = Utilization day count < los day count  
2 = Utilization day count > los day count 
 
Warning indicator 5 ('single/multiple claim 
indicator' derived when the stay record is 
created by checking the number of final action 
claims that comprise the stay): 
0 = Stay includes a single final action claim  
1 = Stay includes multiple final action claims  
2 = Stay includes multiple final action claims 

and beneficiary is still a patient (applicable 
to SNF stays only) 



Documentation for MEDPAR files  November 1, 2018 
 

 24 

COL FIELD LENGTH NOTES 

 MEDPAR WARNING 
INDICATORS CODE 
(wrngcd1-wrngcd10) 
(continued) 

 Warning indicator 6 ('intermediary cancel  
indicator' derived from the presence of the 
values noted below for intermediary claim 
action code and intermediary-requested claim 
cancel reason code on any of the claims 
included in the analysis.   If multiple claims 
contain these values, latest claim is used.  If 
both specified   action code and cancel reason 
code are present, cancel reason code takes 
priority.):   
0 = No cancel action  
1 = Cancel action by credit adjustment (action 

code = (2 or 6)   
2 = Cancel action only (action code = 4)   
3 = Coverage transfer (cancel reason code = C)  
4 = Plan transfer (cancel reason code = P)  
5 = Scramble (cancel reason code = S)   
6 = Duplicate billing (cancel reason code = D)  
7 = Other (cancel reason code = H)  
8 = Combining 2 spells or 2 beneficiary records 

(cancel reason code = L) 
 
Warning indicator 7 ('state/county numeric 
indicator' derived from checking the format of 
the beneficiary residence SSA state code and 
beneficiary residence county code on the final 
action claim(s) that comprise the stay; 
determine if in numeric range):   
0 = State and county codes are valid numeric 

Values  
1 = State and county codes are not in numeric 

range  
2 = State code is not in numeric range  
3 = County code is not in numeric range 
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 MEDPAR WARNING 
INDICATORS CODE 
(wrngcd1-wrngcd10) 
(continued) 

 Warning indicator 8 ('duplicate indicator' 
derived from the presence of two claim records 
with the same claim number, admission date, 
provider number, claim from/thru date, HCFA 
process date and query code; death/admission 
date indicator derived by comparing the 
admission date on the final claim(s) that 
comprise the stay to the beneficiary death 
date): 
0 = Do duplicate record 
1 = Duplicate record  
2 = Death date < admission date  
3 = Death date < admission date and duplicate 

record 
 
Warning indicator 9 ('pass-thru indicator' 
derived from the presence of a pass thru per 
diem amount on the final action claim(s) that 
comprise the stay): 
0 = No pass thru per diem present (Non-PPS)  
1 = Pass thru per diem present on final action 

claims. 
 
Warning indicator 10 (eff 3/96 update) (rugs  
Indicator applicable to 'nhcmq rugs III SNF 
demo' stay records derived from the presence 
of 9,000 series revenue center codes.) 
0 = No rugs 9,000 series revenue center codes 
2 = Rugs 9,000 series revenue center code(s) 

with service date 1/1/96 or later    
3 = Rugs 9,000 series revenue center code(s) 

with service date 7/1/96 or later 
4 = Rugs 9,000 series revenue center code(s) 

with service date 1/1/97 or later 
 
Warning indicators 11 - 17 (not yet assigned and are not 

in the MEDPAR data) 

1227 Filler 1  
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